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j^TThiTTcpuTfc ri d, and hold'ft m y^ 
#-oNo triumph 5 in all her Gates Abaddon ruc 

Thy bold attempt s hereafter learn with aw 
To dread the Son of God : he all unarm'd 
Shall chafe thee with the terror of his V()lcc 
From thy Demoniac holds, pofleflion foul, 
Thee and thy Legions, yelling they (hall fl y> 
And beg to hide them in a herd of Swine, 
Left he command them down into the deep 
Bound, and to torment lent before their time. 
Hail Son of the moft High, heir of both Work| s 
6 3 oQueller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Now encer, and begin to fave mankind. 
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Thus they the Son of t God our Saviour meek 
Sung Viftor, and from Heavenly Feaft rrftelht 
Brought on. his way with joy he unobferv'd 
Home to his Mothers lioufc private returnU 
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Of that fort of 'Dramatic^ Poem which is call 'd 
Tragedy. 

TRagedy, as it was anciently compos'd hath been ever 
held thegraveft, moraleft, and moft profitable of all 
other Poems: therefore faidby /4r//2o//e to be of power 
by raifing pity and fear, or terrour, to purge the mind of 
thofe and fuch like paffions, that is, to temper and reduce 
them to juft meafure with a kind of delight, ftirr'd up by 
reading or feeing thofe paffions well imitated. Nor is Na- 
ture wanting in her own effects to make good his affertion : 
forfo in Phvfick things of melancholick hue and quality 
are us'd againft melancholy, fowr againft fowr , fait to 
remove fait humours. Hence Philofophers and other 
graved Writers, as Cicero, Plutarch and others, frequently 
cite out of Tragick Poets, both to adorn and illuftrate their 
difcourfe. The Apoftle St. Paul himfelf thought it not un- 
worthy to infert a verfe of Euripides into the Text of Holy 
Scripture, i Cor. 15. 33. and Paraus commenting on theite- 
velation, divides the whole Book as a Tragedy, into Adtsdi- 
ftinguifh'd each by a Chorus of Heavenly Harpings and Song 
between. Heretofore Men in higheft dignity have labour'd 
not a little to be thought able to compofe a Tragedy. Of 
that honour Dionyfim^ the elder was no lefs ambitious, than 
before of his attaining to the Tyranny. Auguftu* Cafar alfo 
had begun his Ajax, but unable to pleafe his own judgment 
with what lie had begun, left it unfiniftit. Seneca the Philo- 
fophcr is by fome thought the Authour of thofe Tragedies (at 
lcait the belt of them ) that go under that name. Gregory Na- 
ziarize?,^ a lather of the Church, thought it not unbefeeming 
* c ™*7 ot hBJPcrfoii to write a Tragedy, which is entitl'd, 
Cbriftjufferng. This is mention d to vindicate Tragedy from 
the (mall eftcem, or rather infamy, which in the account of 
many it undergoes at this day with other common interludes : 
hap .iing through thePocts errour of intermixingComick fluff 
w.tln ragickfadnds and gravity ; or introducing tnvialand 
vulgar perfons, which by aU judicious hath been^ounted ab 
furd ; and brought in without difcretion, corrupdy to 
•fie the people. And though ancient T agedy ufe no Pro- 

loguc, yetulingfomeumes & in ^oEOf&^oTj^ 
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Ofthatjort of Dramatic^ 




nation, that which A4*r/w/ calls an Epiftle; in behalf 
Tragedy coming forth afcer the ancient manner.mucl Iff* 1 ' 
from what among us palTcsfor beft, thus much Y»c ^n 



i?**4c 



manner, not ancient onelv but modern, and ftill in ufe ee 4 
the Italians. In the modelling therefore of this Pn-l^ 



• belt, thus much bcf, rc nt 
may be EpiftTd 3 \\m Chorus is here introdue'd atV^S^^d 

modern, ai 

„ ' °^his"Pocsrs 

good reafon, the Ancients and Italians are rather follow* J* 1 * 

of much more Authority and fame. The nieafurc of v * 

us'din the Chorus is of all forts, cali'd by the GreeL u* k 

flrofhickot rather Apolelymenon* without regard had to Strut 

Antifhcpbe or EpoJ, v. Inch were a kind of Stanza's fo5|j 

onely for the Mufick, then us'd with the Chorus that {Z 

not effential to the Poem, and therefore : not material .J 

beincr divided into Stanza's or Paufes, they ma y be cali'd 

Allaoflropba. Divifion into Aft and Scene referring chiefly 

to the Stage (to which this work never was intended' is here 

omitted. 

It fufficesif the whole Drama be found not produe'd be 
yond the fifth Aft, ofthe ftyle and uniformity, and that com- 
• moqly cali'd the Plot, whether intricate or explicit, which 
is nothing indeed but fuch oeconomy, or difpofitionof the 
fable as may ftand bed with verifimihtude and decorum} 
they onely will beft judge who are not unacquainted with 
Afctylus, Sophocles and Euripides, the three Tragick Poets 
unequal'd yet by any, and the beft rule to all who cndi 
vour to write Tragedy. ' The circumfcnption of rinef to 
. in the whole Drama begins and ends is'according to ancient 
rule, and beft example, within the f pace of 34. hours. 
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boufe, on a Feflival day, in the general cejfati 

from labour, comes forth into the of en Air, to a pit 

nigh fomewhat retir% there to fit a while md bemoan 

condition. Where -he havens at length to be vifted 

certain friends and equals of his tribe, which ma\e 
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all tells him bis purpofc to procure his liberty by ranfom ; a 
laftly, that this Feajt was proclaim d by the Philiftins as 
day of Thanksgiving for their deliverance from the hands 
of Samfbn, which yet more troubles him. Manoa then 
departs to prof ecu e his indeavonr with the Philiftian 
Lords for Samson's redemption ; -who in the mean while 
is vifited by other perfons ; and lajlly by a publif^ Officer 
to require his coming to the Feaft before the Lords and 
Peop'e, to play or (lien? bis firength in their pre fence ; be 
atfirflrefufes, dtfmijfing the publicf^Officer with abfol 
denial to come ; at length perfuaded inwardly that this was 
from God, be yields to go along with him, who came now 
the ficond time with great threatnings to fetch him ; the 
Chorus yet remaining on the place, Manoa returns full of 
joy full hope, to procure e'er long his Son's deliverance : 
the midfl of which difcomfc an Hebrew comes in hafie 
confufe nfrft- and afterward more diftinBly relating 
the Catafropbe, what Samfon bad done to the Philiftins, 
and by accident to bimfelf; wherewith the Trazedv ends 
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The Perfons 





Samfon. 

Manoa the Father of Samfon. 

- 

Dalila bis Wife. 
Harapha of Gath. 
Publick Officer. 
Meffenger. 

Chorus of Damtes. 

The Scene before the Prifon in Gaza. 
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Little onward lend thy guiciinfe I 



— V »" S3 ~ 

*- -— . Tothefc dark fleps, a little farther o 
For yonder bank hath choice of Sun or fhi 
There I am wont to fit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my task of fertile coil, 
Daily in the common Prifon clfe enjoyn'd mc, 
Where I a Prifoner chain'd, fcarcc freely draw 
The air imprifon'd alio, clofe and damp', 
Unwholefome draught : but here I feel amen 
The breath of Heav'n trefh- blowing, pu md f> 

With day-fpring born; her- leave mc to refpirc. 
This day a folemn Feaft the people hold 
To Da m their Sea-Idol, and forbid 
Laboriou works, unwillingly [I \ 

Their Superftitfon yields me ; hence v. ith 1 • 

Retiring from the popular noifc, I feefc 
This unfrequented place to find fome eafe 

lafc to the body fume, none to the m.nd 

hxmj reftlefs thoughts, that like a deadly ft* 
W Hornets arna'd, no fooner found alo 
^JP"~ longing, and 

oThe P l ,What0nCCl -- J -'- am now 
O therefore was my b inhtromHcavcn 
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&c in a fiery column charioting 

His G* ■**"*■ -d from ome great a 
, fir reveal'd to /iMw* s race > 

° rl CH Wr edm- order'd and prcfcrib-d 

Why was mv bia - om » ~ , 

As of a perfon feparate to God, 

5 r ' I for ereat exploits , if I nauft d,e 

?Sa?t ^nd both my Eyes puc 0Utl 

5o my Enemies the (corn and gaze ; 
1 i Rrazcn Fetters under task 

I to the labour of a Baft, debast 

Ler than bondflave ! Promrie was hat I . A 

Should /M from W 7* **£» , • 

Alfor tins great deliyerer no v and find h,m 

Eyelefs in Gag at the Mill with (laves 
Himfclf in bonds under PbUifiia^ , 
yet ftay, let me not rafhly cal in doubt 

■ Divine Prediftion -, what if al foretold 

Htdbeen fulfill'd but through name own default, 
Whom have I to complain of but my fctt • 
Who tins high gift of ftrength commuted- to me, 
In W hn part lodg'd, how eafily bereft me, 

Under the Seal of filence could not keep, 
But weakly to a Woman muft reveal it . 
D'ercome with importunity and tears. 
O impotence of mind, in body ftrong ! 
But what is ftrength without a double (Bare 
Of wife m vaft, unwieldy, burthenfomc 
Proudly I are, yet liable to fall 
By v ikeft fobtik.es, not made to rule, 

But to fobferve where wifedom bears comman ■ 



Q)b, 









Samfon Agomfies. 



God, when he gave me ftrength, to (hew withall 
How flight the gift was, hung it in mv Hair. 
But Peace, I muft not quarrel with the will 
Of higruft difpenfation, which herein 
Happ'ly had ends above my reach to know : 
Suffices that to me ftrength is my bane, 
And proves the fourcc of all my miferies ; 
So many, and fo huge, that each apart 
Would ask a life to wail, but chief pi all, 
O lols ol fight, of thee I moft complain I 
Blind among Enemies, O worfe than chains, 
Dungeon, or beggary, decrepit age! 
Light the prime, work of God to me is extinct, 
And all her various objects of delight 
Annull'd, which might in part my grief have cas'd, 
lnfenour to the vileft now become 
Of man or worm ; the vileft here excell me, 
They creep, yet fee, 1 dark in light expos'd 
To daily fraud, contempt, abufe and wrong, 
Within doors, or without, ft ill as a fool, 
In power of others, never in my own ; 
.Scarce half I feem to live, dead more than half. 
Odark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 
Irrecoverably dark, total Eclipfe 
Without all hope o( l\y ! 
O firft created Beam, and thou great Word, 
Let there be light, and light was over all 5 
Why am 1 thus bereavd thy prime decree? 
The Sun to me ifi dark 
And filent as the Moon, 
When (he deferts the night 
Hid in her vacant intcrlunar cave. 
Since light fo nccedary is to life, 
And almoft lite it Celt, if it be true 
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Sarnfon Agonifles, 
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That light is in the Soul, 
She all in every part ; why was the fight 
To fuch a tender ball as th' eye confiVd > 
So obvious and To eafie to be quench/t, 
And not as feeling through all parts diffus'd, 
That (he might look at will through every p orc > 
Then had 1 not been thus exil'd from light ; 
As in the land of darknefs yet in light, 
To live a life half dead, a living death, 
And buried 5 but O yet more miferable! 

My felf, my Sepulchre, a moving Grave, 

Buried, vet not exempt 

By privilege of death and burial 

From worft of other evils, pains and wrongs, 

But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miferics of life, 

Life in captivity 

Among inhumane foes. 

But who are thefe? for with joint pace I hear 

The tread of many feet (leering this way ; 

Perhaps my enemies who come to ftarc 

At my affliction, and perhaps to infult, 

Their daily practice to afflict me more. 

Chor. This, this is he> foftly a while, 

Let us not break in upon him ; 
(J change beyond report, thought or belief i 
See how he lies at random, carelefly difTus'd? 
With languifh'd head unpropt, 

As one paft hope, abandon'd, 

And by him felf given over ; 

In flaviih habit, ill- fitted weeds 

O'er-worn and foild 5 

Or do my eyes mifreprefent* Can this be iic, 



Samfon Agonizes. 
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That Heroick, that Renown d, 

Irrefiftible Sarafan ? whom unarm'd 

No ftrength of man, or fierceft wild bcaft could withftand ; 

Who tore the Lion, as the Lion tears the Kid, 

Ran on imbatd'd Armies clad in Iron, 

And weaponless himfelf, 

Made Arms ridiculous, ufelefs the forgery 

Of brazen Shield and Spear, the hammer'd Cuirafs, 

Chafybean temper'd fteJ, arid frock of mail 

Adamantean Proof ; 

But fafeft he who Rood aloof, 

When infupportably his foot advane'd, 

In fcorn o( their proud arms and warlike tools, 

Spurn d them to death by Troops. The bold Afaalonite 

Wed from his Lion ramp, old Wan rs turn d 

Their plated backs under his heel ; 

Or grovling foil'd their crefted helmets in the dud 

Then with what trivial weapon came to hand, 

The Jaw of a dead Afs, his fword of bone, 

A thoufand fore- skins fell, the flower of Paleflin 

In lUmath-lecbi famous to this day : 

Then by main force pull'd up, and on his (houlders bore 

The Gates of Az&* Poft, and maffie Bar 

Up to the Hill by Hebron, feat of Giants old. 

No journey of a Sabbath-day, and loaded fo ; 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heav'n. 

* 

Which (kill I firft bewail, 

Thy Bondage or loft Sight, 

Prifon within Prifon 

Infeparably dark > 

Thou art become ( O worft imprifonmcnt ! ) 

The Dungeon of thy felf; thy Soul 

(Which Men enjoying fight oft without caufe complain d) 

Imprifond now indeed, 
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Samfott Agoniftes. 
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In re al darknefs of the body dwells, 

Shut up fr° m outward light 

To incorporate with gloomy nigh 

For inward light alas 

Puts forth no vifual beam. 

O mirror of our fickle ftate, 

Since man on earth unparallel'd ? 

The rarer tliv example ftands, 

By how much from the top of wondrous g l ory) 

Strongdt of mortal men, 

To loweft pitch of abject fortune thou art falln. 

For him I reckon not in high eftate 

Whom long defcent of birth 

Or the fphear of fortune raifes ; 

But thee whofe ftrength, while vertue was her matt, 

Might have fubdu'd the Earth, 

UnhWally crown'd with higheft praifes. 

' Samf. 1 hear the found of words, their fenfe the air 
Diflblves unjointed e'er it reach my ear. 

Chor. Hefpake, let us draw nigh. Matchlefsm might, 

The glory late of Ifrael, now the grief, 

We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 

From Ejhtaql and Zora's fruitfull Vale 

To vifit or bewail thee, or if better, 

Counfel or confolation we may bring, 

Salve to thy Sores, apt words have power to fwagc 

The tumours of a troubld mind, 

And are as Balm to fefter'd wounds. 

Samf. Your coming, Friends, revives me, forlk* 111 
Now of my own experience, not by talk, 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 



Samfon Agoniftes. 
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Bear in their Superfcription ( of the mod: 
I would be underftood ) in profp^ous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw their head 
Not to be found, though fought. Ye fee, O friends, 
How many evils have cnclos'd me round ; 
Yet that which was the worft now lcaft afflicls me, 
Blind nefs, for had I fight, confus'd with (hame, 
How could I once look up, or heave the head, 
Who like a foolifli Pilot have (hipwreck'd 
My Veilcl trufted to nae from above, 
Glorioudy rigg'd ; and for a word, a tear, 
Fool, have divulg'd the fecret gift of God 
To a deceitful] Woman ; tell me, Friends, 

Am 1 not fung and proverb 'd for a Fool 
In every ftrect, do they not fay, how well 
Are come upon him his deferts*' yet why ? 
Immeafurable ftrength they might behold 
In me, of wifedom nothing more than mean 5 
This with the other Ihould, at leaft, havepair'd, 
Thefetwo proportion^ ill drove me tranfverfe. 

x/jor. Tax not divine difpofal : wifeft Men 
Have err'd, and by bad Women been deceiv'd ; 
And (hall again, pretend they ne'er fo wife. 
Deject not then fo overmuch thy felf, 
Who hall of forrow thy full load befides 5 
Yet truth to fay, I oft have heard men wonder 
Why thou (houldll wed Philijlian Woman rather 
Than of thine own Tribe fairer, or as fair, 
At leaft of thy own Nation, and as noble. 

Samf. The firft 1 faw at / u/ma, and /he pleas'd 
Me, not my Parents, that I fought to wed, 
The daughter of an Infidel * they knew not 
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Samfon Agoniflet. 

That what I mention'^ was of God ; I knew 
From inornate hnpulfe* and therefore urgd 
Marriage on ; that by occafion hence 
oht begin Ifaels Deliverance, 
work to which 1 was divinely Call'd. 
proving falfe, the next 1 took to Wife 
,„ chat I never had ! fond wi(h too late, ) 
Was in the Vale of Sorer, VdlUa, 
Tint fpecious xMontkr, my accomphlht fnare. 
, thought it lawfull from my former ad, 
And the fame end ; foil watching to opprefs 

fyaeh Opprcllours : of what now I fufter 

She was not the prime caufe, but 1 my felf^J 
Who vanquitht With a peal of words ( O , cakncfsV) ^ 
Gave up my fort of hlence to a Woman. 

Chor. In feeking juft occafion to provoke 
The Pbiliftinei thy Countries Enemy, 
Thou never waft remifs, I bear thee witnefs : 
Yet Ifrael (till ferves with all his Sons. 

Samf. That fault I take not onmc, but transfer 
On IfraeFs Governours, and Heads of Tribes, 
Who feeing thofe great acls which God had done 
Singly by me againll their Conquerours 
Acknowledged not, or not at all confider'd 
Deliverance offer'd : 1 on the other fide 
Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds, 
The deeds thcmfelves,though mutefpoke loud the doc > 
But they periifted deaf, and would not feem 
To count them things worth notice, till at kngtn 
Their Lords the Philiflines with gather'd powers 
Enter'd Judea feeking me, who then 
Safe to the rock of Eihdm was retir'd, 
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Not flying, but fore-caftino; in what place 

To fet upon them what advantag'd beft ; 

Mean while the men of Judab to prevent 

The hirrafs of their Land befet me round 5 

I willingly on fome conditions came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield mc 

To the uncircumcis'd a welcom prey, 

Bound with two cords 5 but cords to me were threds 

Toucht with the flame: on their whole Hoaft 1 flew 

Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 

Their choiceft youth 5 they onely liv'd who fled. 

Had Judab that day join'd, or one whole Tribe, 

They had by this poflTefs'd the Towers of Gatb, 

And lorded over them whom now they ferve ; 
But what more oft in Nations grown corrupt, 
And by their vices brought to fervitude, 
Than to love Bondage more than Liberty, 
Bondage with eafc than flrenuous liberty ; 
And to defpife, or envy, or fufpcdt 
Whom God hath of his fpecial favour rais'd 
As their Deliverer * if he aught begin, 
How frequent to defert him, and at laft 
To heap ingratitude on wonhieft deeds ? 

Cbo. Thy wo^ds to my remembrance bring 
How Succotb and the Fort of Penuel 
Their great Deliverer contemn'd, 
The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 
Of Mad'un and her vanquifht Kings: 
And how ingratcfull Ephraim 

Had dealt with Jepbtba, who by argument, 
Not worfe than by his (hield and fpear 
Defended Ifrael from the Ammonite, 

Had not his prowefs quell'd their pride 
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Samfon Agoniftes. 

[f^Tfo^b^a^hcn fo many d/d 
Without Reprice adjudg'd to da»h 

or vant of veil pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Samf. Of fuch examples add me to the roul, 
Me cafily indeed mine may negleft, 
But God's proposd delivetaacc not fo. 

Cm. Jnft are the ways of God, 
And luftih.ible to Men 5 . 

Unlefe there be who chink not God at all, 
If any be, they walk obfeure L 
For of fuch Doarine never was there School, 
But the heart of the Fool, 
A„d no man there.n Dodour but h.mfelf. 

Yet more there be who doubt his ways not pit, 
As to ins own edicts, found. contradiding, 
Then give the rems to vandring thought, 
Reoardlcfs ot his Glory's diminution ; 
Till by their own perplexities involv'd 
They ravel more, Hill lefs refolv'd, 

But never find fUf-fausfying folution. 
■ As if they would confine th' interminable, 
And tie him to his own prefcript, 
Who made our Laws co bind us, not himfelf 
And hath full right to exempt 
Whom fo it pleafes him by choice 
From National obftriftion, without taint 
Ot fin, or legal debt ; 
For with his o i Laws he can beft difpenfe. 

He would not elf.: who never wanted means, 
Nor in refpeca: of the enemy juft caufe 
To fet his people free, 
Have prompted this Heroick Nazpritc 
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Samfon Agoniftes. 
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Againfl: his vow of flrictefl purity. 
To feck in marriage that fallacious Bride, 
Unclean, unchaftc 

Down Reafon then, at leaft vain reafon ings down. 
Though Reafon here aver 
That moral verdit quits her of unclean : 
Unchaftc was fubfequcnt, her (lain not his. 

But fee here comes thy reverend Sire 
Willi carefull ftep, Locks white as down, 
Old Manoab * advife 

Forthwith how thou ouditft to receive him. 

Samf. Ay me, another inward grief awak'd 
With mention of that name renews th'aflauk. 



"Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for fuch ye feem, 
Though in this uncouth place ; if old refpect, 
As 1 fuppofe, toward your once glory ed friend, 
My Son now Captive, hither hath inform'd 
Your younger feet, while mine ca(l back with age 
Came lagging after ; fay if he be here. 

Cbor. As fignal now in low dejected ilate, 
As card in higheft, behold him where he lies. 

» 

Man. O miferable change ! is this the man, 
That invincible Samfon, far renown'd 
The dread of Ifraef s foes, who with a ftrength 
Equivalent^ Angels walk'd their (Ireets, 
None orrenhg fight \ w ho (ingle combatant 
Ducll'd their Armies rank'd in proud array, 
Himfclf an Army, how unequal match 

To five himfcli againft a coward arm'd 
At one fpears length. O ever failing truft 
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,fon Jgoniji, 



J^-^fft^Jl^hvtet not in man 
receivable and vain > ■ Nay what thing good 
Prav'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane ! 
I prav'd for Children, and thought barrennefs 
, n wedlock a reproach.; I ga«n'd a Son, 

Such a Son as all men hail'd 1 mc happy , 
Who would be now a Father m my ftead » 
O wherefore did God grant me my requeft, 
An d as a bWfing with fuch pomp adorn d» 

Why are his gifts defirable, to tempt 

Our earneft Prayers, then g.ven wuh fokmn hand 

As Graces, draw a Scorpions tail behind 

For this did th Angel twice defend* for tins • 

Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a Plant; 

Scledt and Sacred, Glorious for a while, 

The miracle of men ; then in an hour 

Enfnar'd, aifaulted, overcome, led bound 
Thy Foes denhon, Captive, Poor • and Bhnd 

Into a Dungeon thruft, ro work with Slaves I 
Alas methinks whom God hath chofen once 
To worthieft deeds, if he through frailty err, 
He (hould not fo o'erwhelm, and as a thrall 
Subject him to fo foul indignities, 
Be it but for honours fake of former deeds. 

Samf. Appoint not heavenly difpoiltion, Father, 
Nothing of all thefe evils hath befall'n me 
But juftly ; I my felf have brought them on, 
Sole Authour, I, folc caufe; if ought feem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who have prolan o" 
The myftery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithlefs enemy. 

This well 1 knew, nor was at all furpris'd, 
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Butwarn'd by ofc experience : did not (he 
Of TirnnaGxA betray me, and reveal 
The fecret wrefted from me in her height 
Of Nuptial love profeit, carrying it ftreight 
To them who had corrupted her, my Spies, 
And Rivals ? In this other was there "found 
More Faith ? who alfo in her prime o£ love, 
Spoufal embraces, vitiated with Gold, 
Though offer'd onely, by the fcent conceiv'd 
Her fpuriousfirft-bornj Treafon againft me? 
Thrice (he aflay'd with flattering prayers and fighs, 
And amorous reproaches to win from me 
My capital fecret, in what part my ftrcngth 
Lay (lord, in what part fumm'd, that (he might know ; 
Thr.cc 1 deluded her, and turtul to fport^^ 
Her importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly, and with what impudence 
Shcpurpos'd to betray me, and (which wasworfe 
Than undiffembl'd hate ) with what contempt 
She fought to make me Traitour to my felf 5 
Yet the fourth time, when muft ring all her wiles, 
With blandifht parlies, feminine aflaults, 
Tonguc-batccries) (he furceas'd not day nor night 
To ftorm me over-watch'd, and wearied out. 
At times when men fcek moil repofc and reft, 
I yielded, and unlocked her all my heart, 
Who with a grain of manhood well refolv'd 
Might eafily have (hook off all her (hares : 
But foul effeminacy held me yok'd 
Her bond-Have ; O indignity, O blot 
To Honour and Religion ! fervile mind 
Rewarded well with fervile punilhment ! 
The bafe degree to which 1 now am fall'ii, 
Thefe raggs, this grinding, is not yet fo bafe 
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As was my former fervitude, 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 
True llavery,' and that blindnefs worfe than 
That few not how degenerately 1 ferv'd. 



this, 



Man. I cannot praife thy Marriage choices, Son> 
Rather approv'd them not ; but thou didft p]^ 
Divine impulfion prompting how thou migh'ft 
Find fomc occafion to infcft our Foes. 
I (late not that ; this I am fure our Foes 
Found foon occafion thereby to make thee 
Their Captive, and their Triumph ; thou the fooncr 
Temptation found'ft, or over-potent charms ' 
To violate the facred truft of filence 
Depofited within thee ; which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy power : true ; and thou bear'ft 
Enough, and more the burthen of that fault ; 
Bitterly haft thou paid, and (till art paying 
That rigid fcore. A worfc thing yet remains, 
This day the Pbiliftines a popular Feaft 
Here celebrate in Gaza h and proclaim 
Great Pomp, and Sacrifice, and Praifes loud 
To Dagon, as their God who hath dcliver'd 
Thee, Samjon, bound and blind inro their hands, 
Them out of thine, who flew'ft them many a flam- 
So Dagon (hall be magnified, and God, 
Befides whom is no God, compar'd with Idols, 
Difglorifi'd, blafphem'd, and had in fcorn 
By the Idolatrous rout amidit their wine ; 
Which to have come to pafs by means of thee, 
Samjon, of all thy fuffenngs think the heavieft, 
Of all reproach the mod with (hame that ever 
Could have befell' n thee and thy Father's houfc- 
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Samf. Father, I do acknowledge and confefs 
That 1 this honour, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and ad vane d his praifes high 
Among the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and opt the mouths 
Of Idohfh, and Atheifts ; have brought fcandal 
To lfrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts propenfe enough before 
To waver, or fall off and joyn with idols; 
Which is my chief amotion, (hame and forrow, 
The anguilh of my Soul, that fuffers not 
Mine eve to harbour deep, or thoughts to reft. 

This onely hope relieves me, that the ftnfc 
With me hath end 5 all the conteft is. now 
'Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath prcfumU 
Me overthrown, to enter lifts with God, 
His Deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be fure, 
Will not connive, or linger, thus provok'd, 
But will arife and his great name affect : 

on muft ftoop, and (hall e'er long receive 
Such a difcomfit, as (hall quite defpoil him 
Ol all thefe boafted Trophies won on me, 
And wuh confudon blank his Worftippcrs. 

Man. With caufe this hope relieves thee, and thefc Words 

I as a Prophecy receive i for God, 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of Ins Name 
Againft all competition, nor will long 

ire it, doubtfuH whether God b~ Lord* 

I 'agon. But for thee what (hall be done * 

muft not in the mean while here forgot 
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Samfon Agonift, 



Lie in this mifctaWe loathfome pligh 

Medcacd. I already have made way 
To^fome Phttfti*n Lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ranfome ; well they may by this 
Have fat.sfi'd thor utmoft of revenge 

Bv pains and flavenes, worfe than death mfltfed 
On thee who now no more canft doe them harm. 

Samf. Spare that propofal, Father, fpare the trouble 
Of that fol.citat.on ; let me here, 
As 1 deferve, pay on my punilhment ; 
And expiate, if polfibk, my crime, 
Shamefull garrulity. To have reveal d 
Secrets of men, the fecrets of a friend, 
How heinous had the fad been, how deferving 
Contempt, and fcorn of all, to be excluded 

All friendlhip and avoided as a blab, 

The mark of fool fet on his front > 

But I God's counfell have not kept, his holy few 

Prefumptuoufly have publuVd, impioufly, 

Weakly at leaft, and (hamefully : A fin 

That Gentiles in their Parables condemn 

To their abyfs and horrid pains confin'd. 

Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
But att not in thy own affli&ion, Son * 
Repent the fin, but if the punilhment 
Thou canft avoid, felf prefervation-bids ; 
Or tlV execution leave to high difpofal, 
And let another hand, not thine, exaft 
Thy penal forfeit from thy felf ; perhaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all his debt ; 
Who ever more approves and more accepts 
(Beftpicas'd with humble and filial fubmiuW 
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Him who imploring mercy fues for life, 
Than who felf-ngorous chufes death as due ; 
Which argues over-juft, and felf-difpleas'd 
For felf- offence, more than for God offended . 
Rejeft not then what ofTer'd means, who knows 
But God hath fet before us, to return thee 
Home to thy countrey and his Sacred houfe, 
Where thou mayll bring thy orfrings, to avert 
His farther ire, with prayers and vows renew'd. 

Samf. His pardon I implore 3 but as for life, 
To what end fhould I feek it > when in ftrength 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthfull courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 
Full of divine inftincl:, after fome proof 
Of Adb indeed heroick, far beyond 
The Sons of Anack, famous now and blaz'd, 
Fearlefs of danger, like a petty God 
I walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 
On hoftile ground, none daring my affront. 
Then fwoll'n with pride into the fnare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, 
Softn'd with pleafure and voluptuous life ; 
At length to lay my head and hollow pledge 
Of all my ftrength in the lafcivious lap 
Of a deccitfull Concubine who (hore mc 
Like a tame Weither, all my pretious fleece, 
Then turn'd me out ridiculous, defpoiTd, 
Shaven, and difarm'd among mine enemies. 
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Samfon Agonifter, 



Chor. Dcfire of wine and all delicious drinks 
Which many a famous Warriour overturns, 
Thou couldft reprefs, nor did the dancing Ruby 
Sparkling, out-pour'd, the flavour or the fnull, 
Or tafte that cheers the hearts of Gods or Men, 
Allure thee from the cool Cryftalline ftream. 

9 

Samf. Where ever fountain or frefh current nWd 
Ag.iinlt the Eaftern ray, rranflucenr, pure, 
With touch xthcrial of Heav'ns fiery rod 
1 drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 
Thirft, and refrefht; not envy 'd them the grape 
Whofe heads that turbulent liquour fills with fumes. 

I 

Chor. O madnefs, to think ufe of ftrongeft wines 
And ftrongeft drinks our chief fupport of health, 
When God \\\xk thefe forbiddnmade choice to rear 
His mighty Champion, ftrong above compare, 
Whofe drink wasonely from the liquid brook. 
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Sam. But whatavail'd this temperance, not complete 
Againft another object more enticing i 
What boots it at one gate to make defence, 
And at another to let m the Foe 
Effeminately vanquifrYd i by which means, 
Now blind, dilheartn'd, fharn d, diihonour'd, que 
To what can I be ufcfuUg wherein fcrve 
My Nation, and che work from Hcav'n impos'd, 
But to fit idle on the houfhold hearth, 
A burdenous drone ; to vifitants a gaze, 
Or .pitied object, thefe redundant locks 
S obuftious to no purpofe cluftring down, 
Vain monument of ftrength ; till length of }' cal 
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And fedentary numnefs craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obfeure; 
Merc rather let me drudge and cam my bread, 
Till vermin or the draft of fervile food 
Confumc me, and oft invocaccd death 
Haft'n the welcome end of all my pains. 

Mar,. Wilt thou then fcrve the Pbtlifiines with that gift 
Which was cxprcily fffn thee to annoy them I 
Better at home lie Bed-rid, not oncly idle, 
Inglorious, uaimpbyd, with age out-worn. 
But God who caus'd a Fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to fpring, thy thirft to allay 
After the brunt of Battel, can as eafic 
Caufe light again within thy eyes to fpring, 
Whcr with to ferve him better than thbu hall ; 
And I perf Jc me fo ; why elfe this ftrength 
Miraculous yet remaining in thole locks ? 
His might continues in thee not for naught, 
Nor (hall his wondrous gifts be fruftratc thus. 

* 

Sam. All othevwife to me my thoughts portend, 
That thefe dark Orbs no more fhall treat with light* 
Nor th other light of life continue long, 
But yield to double darknefs nigh at hand : 
So much I feel my genial Spirits droop, 
My hopes all flat, Nature within me feems 
In all her functions weary of her felf ; 
My Race of Glory run, and race of fhame, 
And I fhall fhortly be with them that reft. 

Man. Believe not thefe fuggeftions which proceed 
From anguifh of the mind and humours black, 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
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Mult not omit a Fathers timely care 
To profecute the means of thy deliverance 
Byranfome, orhowclfc: mean while becalm, 
And healing words from thefe thy friends admit. 

Sam. O that torment fliould not be confind 
To the bodies wounds and fores, 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, bread and reins ; 
But mult fecret paffagc find 
To tli inmoft mind, 
There excrcife all his fierce accidents, 
And on her pureft fpirics prey, 
As on entrails, joints and limbs 
With anfwerable pains, but more intenfe, 
Though void of corporal fenfe. 
My griefs not onely pain me 
As a lingring difeafe, 
But finding no redrefs, ferment and rage, 
Nor lefs than wounds immedicable 
Rankle, and fefter, and gangrene, 
To black mortification. 

Thoughts my Tormcnters arm'd with deadly ftings 
Mangle my apprchenfive tendered: parts, 
Exafperatc, exulcerate, andraifc 
Dire inflammation which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can affwage, 



Vernal 
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To death's benumming Opium as my onely 
Thence faintings, fwounings of defpair* 
And fenfe of Hcay'ns defertion. 
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Promisd by Heavenly meflagc twice defending, 

Under his fpecial eye 

Abitemious I grew up and thriv'd amain ; 

He led me on to rtrightieft deeds 

Above the nerve of mortal arm 

Againft the uncircumcis'd, our enemies. 

But now hadi caft me off as never known, 

And to thofe cruel enemies, 

Whom I by his appointment had provok'd, 

Left me all helplefs with cK irreparable lofs 

Of fight, referv'd alive to be repeated 

The fubjedt of their cruelty or fcorn. 

Nor am I in the lilt of them that hop ej ^ 

Hopclcfsareall my evils, all remedilcfs ; 

This one Prayer yet remains, might I be heard. 

No long petition, fpeedy death, 

The clofe of all my miferies, and the balm. 

Chor. Many are the Sayings of the Wife 
In ancient and in modern books ehrolfd ; 
Extolling Patience as the trueft fortitude ; 
And to the bearing well of all calamities, 
All chances incident to mans frail life. 

Coniblatorics writ 

With ftudied argument," and much perfwafion fought 

Lenient of grief and anxious thought, 

But to th' affli&cd in his pangs their found 

Little prevails, or rather fecms a tune, 

Harfh, and of diffonant mood from his complaint, - 

Unlcfshe feel within 

Some fourcc of confolation from above ; 

Secret rcfrefhings, that repair his itrength, 

And fainting fpirics uphold. 
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God of our Fathers, what is man ! 
That thou towards him with hand l'o various, 
t)r might I fay contrarious, 
Temper ft thy providence through his fliort court 
Notev'nly, asthourulll 
The Angelick orders and inferiour creatures mute, 



Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name of men the common rout, 

That wandringloofe about, 

Grow up and perilh, as the fummer ihe, 

Heads without name no more rcmembicd, 

But fuch as thou haft folemnly elected, 

With gifts and graces eminently adorn'd, 

To fome great work, thy glory, mm* 

And peoples fafety, which in part they cftefl : 

Yet toward thefe thus dignifi'd, thou oft 

Amidft their height of noon, 

Changed thy countenance, and thy hand with no regard 

Of higheft favours paft 

From thee on them, or them to thee of fcrvicc. 

Nor onely doft degrade them, or remit 
To life obfeuf d, which were a fair difmiiTion, 
But chrowft them lower than thou didft exalt them high 
Unfecmly falls in humane eye, 
Too grievous for the trefpafs or omifhon, 
Oft leavft them to the hoftile fvvord 
Of Heathen and prophane, their Carcafles 
To clogs and fowls a prey, or elfe captiv'd : 
Or to the unjuft tribunals, under change of times, 
And condemnation of the ingratefull multitude. 
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Though not difordinate, yet caullefs iu ring 
The pinilliment of diflolutc days, in fine, 
|u(l or unjull, aUkc fecm referable, 
For oft alike, both come to evil end. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious Chan on, 
The Image of thy ftrcngth and mighty Mmiffcr. 
What do I beg? how haft thou dealt already ? 
Behold him in his date calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou can ft, to pcacefull end. 

But who is this, what thing of Sea or Land ? 
Female of fex it feems , 
That fo bedeckt, ornate, and gay, 
Comes this way failing 
Like a (lately Ship 
Of Tarftu, bound for tli I lies 

Of JaVxn or Gadicr ^^ 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trirri, 
Sails fiffd, and dreamers waving, 
Courted by all die winds that hold them play, 
An Amber fcent of odorous perfume 
Her harbinger , a damfel train behind ; 
Some rich Pkilijtian Matron fhc may fecm, 
And now at nearer view, no other Certain 
Than Dalila thy Wife. 

Samf. My Wife, my Trayt'refs, let her not come near rrie, 

* 

Cho. Yet on flic moves, now (lands and eyes thee fixd, 
About t have fpokc, but now, with head declin'd, 
Like a fair flower furchargd with dew, flie weeps 
And words addrcft fecm into tears diflblv'd, 
Wetting the borders of her filk'n veil : 

But now again flie makes addrefs to fpeak. 
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DjI. With doubtfull feet and wavering refoluti Q 
I came, ftill dreading thy dupleafure, Samfon, 
Which to have merited, without excufe, 
I cannot but acknowledge; yet if tears 
May expiate (though the facTt more evil drew 
In the pervcrfe event than I forefaw) 
My penance hath not flackn'd, though my pardon 
No way affuVd. But conjugal affection 
Prevailing over fear, and timorous doubt 
Hath lead me on dcfirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy eftate. 
If aught in my ability may ferve 
To light n what thou fuffer it, and appeafe 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power. 
Though late, yet in fome part to recompenfe 
\/fv roH-. linr more, unfortunate mifdeed. 



Samf Out, out Uyena ; thefc are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of every woman falfe like thee, 
To break all faith, all. vows, deceive, betray, 
Then as repentant to fubmit, bcfccch, 
And reconcilement move with feign d remorfe, 
Confcfs, and promife wonders in her change, 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her husband, how far urgd his patience bears,' 
His vcrtue or weaknefs which way to'atTail : 
Then with more cautious and inftructed skill 
Again tranfgreffes, and again fubmits ; 
1 hat wifell and beft men full oft bcguil'd, 
Withgoodncfsprincipl'd not to reject 
The penitent, but ever to forgive, 
Are drawn to wear out mumble days, 
ntangVd with a poyfnous bofomc fnake, 
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If not by quick deftru&ion foon cut off 
As I by thee, to Ages an example* 

Dal. Yet hear me, Samfon ; not that I endeavour 

To leflen or extenuate my offence, 

But that on tK other fide if it be weigh d 

By it felt, w ith aggravations not furchargd, 

Or elfe with jud allowance counterpoised, 

I may, if pofliblc, thy pardon find 

The eafier towards me, or thy hatred lefs. 

Firft granting, as I do, it was a weaknefs 

In me, but incident to all our fex, 

Oinoiity, inquifitive, importune 

Of fecrets, then with like infirmity 

To publiih than, both common female faults : 

Was it not weaknefs alfo to make known 

For importunity, that is, for naught, 

Wherein confifted all thy ftrength an< 

To what I did thou fhcwd'ft me firft the Avay. 

But I to enemies reveal'd, and lhould nor. 

Nor fhouldiUhou havetrulled that to woman s frailty 

F.er I to thee, thou to thy felf waftcntel. 

Let weaknefs then with weaknefs come to pari 

So near related, or the fame of kind, 

Thine forgive mine ; that men may cenfure thine 

The gentler, if feverely thou exaft not 

More ftrength from me, than in thy felf was found. 

And what if Love, which thou interpret ft lute, 

The jcaloufic of Love, powerfull of fway % 



fafety 



mine 



Caus d what I did ? I faw thee mutable 

Of fancy, fear d left one day thou would'ft leave m« 

J j 

As her at fitnna, fought by all means therefore 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmeft : 
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better v . 1 faw than by importuning 
To learn thy iccrcts, get into my power 
Xhvkc; of ftrength and fafety : thou wile fay^ 
Why then revcald 1 was affiir'd by thole 
Who tempted me, that nothing was defignd 

Vgainft thee but hk cuftody, and hold : 
That made for me, 1 knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous entcrpnfes, 
While I at home fate full of cares and fears 
Wailing thy abfence in my widow'd bed ; 
line I°fnould (till enjoy thee day and night 

Mine and Loves prifoner, not the Planes, 

Whole to my felt", unhazarded abroad, 

Fearlefs at home of partners in my love. 

Thefe reafons in Love s law have palt tor good, 

Though fond and reafonlefs to fome perhaps, 

And Love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much wo, 

Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain d. 

Be not unlike all others, not aufterc 

As thou art ftrong, inflexible as fteel. 

If thou in ftrength all mortals doft exceed, 

In uncompaflionate anger do not fo. 

Sam. How cunningly the Sorferefs difplays 
Her own tranlgreflions, to upbraid me mine / 
That malice not repentance brought thee hither, 
By this appears : I give, thou fay'ft, th example 
I led the wav, bitter reproach, but true, 
I to.mv felf was falfc c cr thou to me. 
Such pardon the tore as I give my folly, 

Take to thy wicked deed : which when thou feeft 

Impartial^ ielf-ieverc, inexorable, 

Thou wilt renounce thy l'eeking, and much rathe* 

Confefs it feignd, weaknefs is thy excuff 3 
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And I believe it, weaknefs to rcfift 

Thiliftian gold : if weaknefs may excufc, 

What Murthcrer, what Traytor, Paricide, 

Inceftuour, Sacrilegious, but may plead it 

All wickednefs is weaknefs : that plea thei >re 

With God or Man will gain thee no rcmiflion. 

But I me conftrain d thee ; call it furious rage 

To fatisfic thy lull : Lovcfeeks to have Love ; 

My love how could ft thou hope, who tookft the way 

To raife in me inexpiable hate, 

Knowing, as needs I muft, by thee betray d ? 

In vain thou ftriv ft to cover fhame with fhamc$ 

Or by evafions thy crime uncover T 

Dal. Since thou decermi * eakneh for l 

In man or woman, though to thy o i condemning, 
Hear what aflauks I had, what marcs bcii i, 
What fieges girt me round, e'er I confented ; 
Which might have aw'd the beft refolv'd of Men, 
Thcconftanteft, t o have yielded ithoutblan 
It was not Gold, as to my charge thou lay'tt. 
That wrought with me : thou know ft the Magiftratc 
And Princes of my countrey came in perlon, 
Solicited, commanded, threatnd, urgd, 
Adjurd by all the bonds of civil Duty 
And of Religion, prefs*d how juft it was 
How honourable, how glorious to entrap 
A common enemy, who had deftroy'd 
Such numbers of our Nation : and thePridJ 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear, 
Preaching how meritorious with the Gods 
It would be to enfnare an irreligious 
Difhonourcr of OgM : what had I 

To oppofc aga'mft fuch powerful! Arguments ? 
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Sam fan Agonifles. 

()[rlvr of thcc held long debate ; 

And combated in filence all thefe rcafoas 

With hard concert : at length that grounded maxim 

So rite and celebrated in the mouths 

Of wifeft nun ; that to the pubhek good 

Private refpefts mull yield ; with grave authority 

Took full polTeihon of mc and prevail d ; 

Vcrtuc, as I thought, truth, duty to enjoymng. 

Smf. I thought where all thy circling wiles would end; 
In feignd Religion, fmooth hypocrific. 
But had thy love, ftill odiouily pretended, 



inccre 



Far other reafonings, brought forth other deeds. 

I before all the daughters of my Tribe 

And of my Nation cliofe thee from among 

My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou knew ft, 

Too well, unbofomd all my fecrets to thee, 

Not out of levity, but over-powr d 

By thv requeft, who could deny thee nothing \ 

Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 

Didft thou at firft receive me for thv Husband ? 

Then, as fince then, thy countries foe profeft : 



me 



Parents and countrey ; nor was 1 their fubjefr, 
Nor under their protection but my own, 
Thou mine, not theirs : if aught againft my life 
Thy Countrey fought of thee, it fought unjuftl 
Againft the law of nature, law of nations, 
No more thy Countrey, but an impious crew 
Of men confpiring to uphold dicir ftate 
By worfe than hoftile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our Countrey is a name fo dear ; 



obey 



But zeal mov'd thee 
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To pleafe thy Gods thou didft it ; Gods unable 
To acquit themfelvcs and piofccute their toes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 



Deity 



Lefs 



varnifl" 



Bare in thy guilt how foul muft thou appear * 



argumen 



Goes by the worfe, whatever be her caufe. 

Smf. For want of words no doubt, or lack of breath, 
Witnefs when I was worried with thy peals. 

Dal. I was a fool, too raflr, and quite miftaken 
In what I thought would have fucceeded beft. 
Let me obtain forgivenefs of thee, Smfih 
Afford me place to fhew what recompence 
Towards thee I intend for what I have mildone, 
Mifguided ; onely what remains paft cure 
Bear not too fenfibly, nor ftill infift 
To afflift thy felf in vain : thou^i fight be loft, 
Life yet hath many folaces, enjoy d 
Where other fenfes want not their delights 
At home in leifure and domeftick eafe, 
Exempt from many a care and chance to which 
Eye-fight expofes daily men abroad. 
I to the Lords will intercede, not doubting 
Their favourable ear, that I may fetch thee 
From forth this loathfome prifon-houfe, to abide 
With mc, where my redouble! love and care 
With nurfing diligence, to mc glad office, 
May ever tend about thee to old age 

* * /* 1*1 
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That what I rne thou 1 i loll thou lead H^W 



"lit 



s .7^/: No, no, of my condition take no care ; 
Jt iits not ; thou and 1 long fincc arc twain • 
Nor think me fo unwary or accurft 
To bring nr> feet again into the inare 



^ains 



ginns. 



Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on mc have power, their force is null'd, 
So much of Adders wifedom I have learnt 
To fence my ear againit thy Sorceries. 
If in my flower of youth and ilrength, when all men 
Lov'd, honour d, feardme, thou alone couldfthatcme 
Thy Husband, flight mc, fell me, and forgo me; 
How wouldft thou ufe me now, blind, and thereby 
Deceivablc, in molt things as a child 
Hclplefs, thence caiily contemn d, and fcorn 'd ? 
And lad negledtcd ? How wouldft thou infult 
When I muft live uxorious to thy will 

Inpcrfut thraldom, how again betray me, 

Baring my words and doings to the Lords 

To glofs upon, and cenfuring, frown or fmile ? 

This Gaol I count the Houfc of Liberty 

To thine, whofe doors my feet fhall never enter. 

Dal. Let mc approach at leaft, and touch thy hand. 

Samf. Not for thy life, left fierce remembrance wake 
My fudden rage to tear thee joint by joint. 
At" d [ forgive thee , go widi that ; 



falfhood. 



make thee memorable 
icn, faithful! Wives : 



Cher* 
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Chcrifh thy haftn d widowhood with the gold 
Of Matrimonial treafon : fo farewell. 

I 

Val. I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 
To prayers than winds and feas, yet winds to feas 
Are rcconcil'd at length, and fca to more : 
Thy anger unappeafable, ftill rages, 
Eternal Temped never to be calm'd. 
Why do I humble thus my felf, and fuing 
For peace, reap nothing but repulfe and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Gf infamy upon my name denounced ? 
To mix widi thy concernments 1 defift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own. 
Fame if not doiiblc-fac d is doublc-moutlid, 
And with contrary blaft proclaims [mod deeds, 
On both his Wings, one black, tK other white. 
Bears greatcft names in his wild aerie flight. 
My name perhaps among the Circumcisd 
In Dan, in Judab, and die bordering Tribes, 
To all poderity may (land defam'd, ^ 

VVith malediction mention'd, and the blot 

Of falfhood mod unconjugal traduc d. 
But in my countrey where I mod del ire, 
In Ecron, Gaz^j AfM r and in G.itb 
I mall be nam'd among the famoufeft 
Of Women, fung at folemn feftivals, 
Living and dead recorded, who to fave 
Her countrey from a fierce deftroyer , chofe 
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 
With odours vifited and annual flowers. 

Not Ids renown'd than in Mount Efbmimj 

Jacl, who with inhofpitable guile 

Smote S if era fleeping through the Temples ngil'd. 
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Nor di.ill I count it heinous to enjoy 
The publick marks of honour and reward 
Conferrd upon me, for the piety 
Which to my eountrcy I was judgd to h 

At this who ever envies or repines 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

Cbor. She's gone, a manifeft Serpent by her ftbg 
Difcovcr d in tire end, till now conceal'd. 



aggravate 



fent her to debafe me, 



To fuch a viper his moft facrcd truft 
Of fecrefic, my fafety, and my life- 

Cbor. Yet beauty, though injurious, hath firange power, 
After offence returning, to regain 
Love once poffeft, nor can be cafily 
Rcpulft, without much inward paffionfek 
And fecret fting of amorous remorfe. 

Samf. Love quarrels oft in plcafmg concord end. 
Not wedlock-treachery endangering life. 

Cbor. It is not veitue, wifedom, valour, wit, 
Strength, comlinefs of fhapc, or ampleft merit 
That Woman's love can win or long inherit ; 
But what it is, hard is to fay, 
Harder to hit, 

(Which way foever Men refer it) 
Much like thy riddle, Smfm, in one day 
Or leven, though one fliould muling fit ; 
If any of thefe or all, the 7 mm bride 
Had not fo foon prcferr'd 



LhE 



tw 




Thy Paranymph, worthlefe co thee compard 

Succeflbur in thy Bed, 
jSrorbothfolooflydifally'd 

Their nuptials, nor this laft fo creacherouflf 

Had morn the fatal Harvcft of thy Head. 

Is it for that fuch out w aid ornament 

Was hviflid on their Sex, that inward gifts 

Were left for hade unnniih'd, judgment leant, 

Capacity not rais d to apprehend 

Or value what is beft 

In choice, but of tc ft to affect the wrong ? 

Or was too much of felf-love mixt, 

Of conftancy no root infixd, 

That cither they love nothing, or not long ? 

What e'er it be, to w iieft Men and bell 
Seeming at firft all heavenly under virgin Veil, 
Soft, modeft, meek, demure, 
Once joyn'd, the contrary (he proves, a Thorn 
Inteftine, far within defenfive arms 
A cleaving mifchief, in his way to vertue 
Adverfe and turbulent, or by her charms 
Draws him awry enflav d 
With dotage, and his fenfc deprav'd . 

To folly and fhamcfull deed* which ruine ends. 
What Pi lot fo expert but needs mult wreck 
Embarqu d with fuch a Stears-mate at the Helm ? 
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One 



good comb 



Happy that houfe ! his way to peace is faiooth : 
But Vertue which breaks through all or5pofitioni 
And all temptation can remove, 
Moft ftxines and moft is acceptable above. 
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Gave to the Man defpotick power 

( )ver his Female in due awe, 
,oi fronulm nght to part an hour, 

Smile lhe or lowre : 

So fliall he leaft confufion draw 

On Ins whole life, not Iwav d 
By female ulbrpation, or d.fmayd. 
But had we bell retire, I fee a form > 

Smf. Fair days have oft contracted wind and rain. 
Cb,r. But this another kind of tempeft IpDgs. 
Samf. Be lefs abftrufc, mv riddling days arc pad. 



' Cher. Look now for no inchanting voice, nor tear 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue 
Draws hithcrward, I know him by his ftride, 
The Giant Harafba of Goth, his look 
Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 
I lefs conje&urc than when firft I law 
The fumptuous Dalila floating this way : 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 



avrl 



Samf. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 
Owr.His fraught we foon (hall know, henovV 

H<r. I come not, Samfin, to condole thy chance, 
As thefe perhaps, yet wiih it had not been, 
Though for no friendly intent. I am of CJ^h 
Men call me tiarafb^ of (lock renown d 
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As 0& or Jnak,m& the Emms old 

That Kariatbaim held, thou know'ft me now 
If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of chy prodigious might and feats performed 
Incredible to me, in this difplcas'd, 
That I was never prefent on the place 
Of chafe encounters, where we might have cxyd 
Each others force in camp or lifted field : 
And now am come to fee of whom fuch noifc 
Hath vvalk'd about, and each limb to fur vey, 
If thy appearance anfwer loud report. 

Samf. The way to know were not to fee but cafte. 

Har. Doft thou already fingle me ? I thought 
Gieves and the Mill had tarn d thee. O that fortune 
Had brought me to the field where thou art fam d 
To have wrought fuch wonders with an Affesjaw ; 
I fliould have fore d thee foon wifh other arms, 
Or left thy carcafs where the A& W thrown : 
So had the glory of Prowefsbeen recover d 

To Paleftine, won by 2. Phiiijhnc 

From the unlbreskind race, of whom thou bear'ft 
The higheft name for valiant Acts, that honour 
Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee, 
I lofe, prevented by thy eyes put out. 



Boaft 



hand, 



Man 



And thou haft need much wafhing to be touctid. 



honourable Lords 



Afford me aflaflmated 
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Who di t not with their whole unit | p< ^ 
In he withftand me tingle and unai a, 
N in the houfe w tfh Chamber Aambuffces 

-banded durit attar mey noopt fl pi n| 
Till thev had hird a woman iwith their Id 






B: ingherMarii Faith to ekewnvent me. 

Therefore without gn'd (hifis let l> ITigtfd 
ome narrow ce s'd, where fight may gi ve ^ 
)r rather flight, no g) C advantage on me ; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy Heir 
And Erigandine of brak, thy broad Habergeon, 
Vant-bra and Grcves, and Gauntlet, and thy Spear 
A Weavers beam, and feven-times-folded ihield, 
I onelv with an Oakn-ilafl will meet thee, 
And raife Rich our-cric m thy clatrer'd Iron, 
Which long /hall not wkh-hold me from thy head, 
That in a little time while breath remains thee, 

Thou ofc /halt will* thy felf at Gab to boail 

Again in 1 what thou wouldll have done 
To Samfm, but (halt never f ah more. 

I 

Ear. Thou durft not thus difparagc glorious arms 
Which greateft Heroes have in battel worn. 
Their ornament and fafety, had not fpells 
And black enchantments, fomc Magicians Art 
Arm d thee or charm d thee ib ong, which thou from Hea> 
Fcigndft at thy Birth was given thee in thy Hair, 
Where- ftrength can leaft abide, though all thy Ha'* 5 
Were briilles rangd like the it ridge the back 
Of chaf d wild Boa rs, or ruftTd Porcupines. 



Samf. I know no Spdls, ufe no forbidden Arcs; 
My trull is in the living God who gave me 
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At my Nativity this ftrength, diffus'd 

No lefs through all my fine* s, joints and bones, 

Than thine, while I preferv'd thefelocks u Shorn, 

The pledge of my tin violated vow. 

For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy g d, 

Go to his Temple, invocate his aid 

With folemneft devotion, fpread before him 

How highly it concerns his glory now 

To fruftrateand dilTolve thifc Magkk fpejls, 

Which 1 to be the power of ffrael's God 
Avow, and challenge Dago?i to the telt, 
Offering to combat thee his Champion bold, 
With tlf utmoft of his Godhead feconded: 

Then thou (halt fee, or rather to thy forrow 
Soon feel, whofe God is itrongett, thine or mine. 

Har. Prefume not on thy God, what e'er he be, 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and delivered up 
Into thy Enemies hand, permitted them 
To put' out both thine eyes, and fetter M fend thee 
Into the common Prifon, there to grind 
Among the Slaves and AiTes thy comrades, 
As good for nothing elfe, no better fcrvice • 
With thofc thy boy (Vrous locks, no worthy match 
For valour to afTail, nor by the (word 
Of noble Warriour, fo to thin his honour, 
But by the Barbers razor bell fubdu'd. 

Samf All thefe indignities, for fueh they are 
From thine, thefe evils 1 defcrve and more, 
Acknowledge them from God inflicted on me 
Juftly, yet defpair not of his final pardon 
Whofe ear is ever open ; and his eye 
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Gracious to re-admic the fupphant ; 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defic thee to the trial of mortal fight, 
By combat to decide whofe God is God, 
Thine or whom I with Ifraeti Sons adore. 



Har. Fair honour that thou doft thy God, in truing 
He will accept thee to ddend his caufe, 
A Murtherer, a Revolter, and a Robber. 

S*ro.Tongue-doughty Giant,how doft thou prove metkfe! 

Har. Is not thy Nation fubjetf: to our Lords? W 
Their Magiltraus confeit it, w hen they took thee g| 
As a League-breaker anddchver'd bound 
Into our hands : for hadft thou not committed 
Notorious rnurther on thofe thirty men 
At Askalon, who never did thee harm, 



pdtl 



The Pbilijtines, when thou hidft" broke the league, 
Went up with arm.d powers thee onely feeking, 
To others did no violence nor fpoiL 

Samf. Among the Daughters of the Philijiines 
I chofe a Wife, which argud me no foe ; 
And in your City held my Nuptial Feaft : 
But your ill-meaning Politician Lords, 
Under pretence of Bridal friends and guefts, 
Appointed to await me thirty Spies, 
Who threatning cruel death conftrain d the Bride 
To wring from me and tell to them my fecrec, 
That folv'd the riddle which I had proposed. 
When I perceiv'd all fet on enmity, 
As on my enemies, where ever chane'd, 
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I us'd hoflility, and took their fpoil 

To pay my underminers in their coin. 

My Nation was fubjedlcd to your Lords. 

It was the force of Conqueft s force with force 

Is well ejc<fled when the Conquer'd can. 

But I a private pcrfon, whom my Countrcy 

As a league- breaker gave up bound, prefum'J 

Single Rebellion and did hoftile Ads. 

I was no private but a perfon rais'd 

With ftrength fufficient and command from Heav n 

To free my Countrcy ; if their fervile minds 

Me their deliverer fent would not receive, 

But to their Mailers gave me up for nought, 

Th' unworthier they ; whence to this d iy they fervc 

1 was to doe my part from Heav n aflign'd, 

And had pcrform'd it if thy known offence 

Had not difabl'd me, not all your force : 

Thefe (hifts refuted, anfwer my appellant 

Though by his blindnefs maim'd for high attempts, 

Who now defies thee thrice to (ingle fight, 

As a petty enterprife of fmall enforce. 

Har. With thee a mm condemn d, a Slave cnrol'd, 
Due by the Lawtocapjral punifbrnent i 

To fight with thee no man of arms will dign. 

Samf. Cam'it thou for this, vain boailer,to furvey me, 
To d< mton my ftrength, and give thy verdict? 
Come nearer, part not hence fo flight infornul; 
But take good heed my hand furvey not cheb. 

Har. O Bajl-zgbub ! can my ears unus'd 
Hear thefe dilhonours, and not render death ? 
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5.4 No man withholds thee, noth.ng f rom tl ^ 

Fear I incurable ; bring up thy van, 
My heck are fetter'd, but my fift « free. 

ffo,. Thisinfolencc other k.nd of anfwer fits. 

Samf. Go baffl'd coward, left 1 run upon thee, 
Thouoh in thefe chains, bulk w.thout fp.ntvaft, 
And^thonebuffetlaythyftruaurelow 

Or fwing thee in the Air, then da fe thee down 
To th' hazardof thy brains and (batter d fides. 

Har By Ajlaroth e'er long thou (hale lament 
Thefe braveries in Irons loaden on thee. 

Cbor. His Giantfoip is gone fomewhat crcMn, 
Stalking with lefs unconfcionable ftrides, 
And lower looks, but in a fultne chafe. 



Samf. 1 dread him not, nor all his Giant-Drooo, 
Though fame d.vulg'd him Father of five Sons 
All of Gigantick fize, Goliab chief. 

Cbor. He will dircftly to the Lords, I fear, 
And with malitious counfel ftir them up 
Some way or other farther to afflict thee. 

Samf. He muftalledgcfomecaufe, and offer d g 1 
Will not dare mention, left a queftion rife 
Whether he durft accept the offer or not, 
And that he durft not plain enough appear^. 
Much more affliction than already felt 
They cannot well impofe, nor I fuftain ; 
If they intend advantage of my labours 
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1 he work of many 1 , vvl h earns my keeping 
With noimall] fit daily!*) my owners. 

uc eome what will, my deadlieft foe willprove 
My j i\ friend, by death to rid me hence, 

The word that he can give, to me the beft. 
Yet fo it may fall out, becaufe their end 
Is hare, not help to me, it may with mine 
j ;iaw their own ruinc who attempt the deed 

- 

Cbor. Oh how comely it is and how reviving 
To the Spirits of juft.mcn long oppreft ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the might; the Earth, th oppretfour, 
The brute and boiiVrous force ot blent men 
Hardy and induflrious to fupport 
Tyrannic* power, but raging to purfue 
The riohteous and all fuch as honour Truth ; 

D • 

He all their Ammunition 

And feats of War defeats 

With plain Heroick magnitude of mind 

And celeftial vigour arm d, 

Their Armories and Magazms contemns, 

Renders them ufelc hile 

With winged expedition 

Swift as the lightning glance he executes 

His errand on the wicked, who furprizd 

Lofe their defence ditlra&ed and amazd. 

But patience is more oft the exercife 
Of Saints the trial of their fortitude, 
Making them each hi i Deliverer, 
And Vidtor over all 
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Smfin, With might endud 

Above the Sons of men ; but fight bereav d 

May chance to number thee with thofe 

Whom Patience finally mutt crown 

This Idols day hath been to thee no day or reft, 

Labouring thy mind 
More than the working day thv hands 
And yet perhaps more trouble « behind. 
For I defcry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 

A Sceptre or quaint Staff he : bears. 

Comes on amain , fpeed in his look 

By his habit I difcern him now 

A Publick Officer, and now at hand, 

His meffage will be ihort and voluble. 

Of Hehrws the Pris'ner Samfin here I feek. 

Cher. His manacles remark him, there he fits. 

Of Samfin, to thee our Lords thus bid me fay 3 
This day to Dagon is -a folemn Feaft, 
With Sacrifices, Triumph, Pomp and Games ; 
Thy ftrength they know furpafling humane race, 
And now fome publick proof thereof require 
To honour this great Feaft, and great Affembly i 
Rife therefore with all fpeed and come along, 
Where I will fee thee hearthd and frelh clad 
To appear as fits before th illuftrious Lords. 

SWm/.Ttaou know ft I am an Hebmv, therefore 

Our Law forbids at their Religious Rites 

My prefencc ; for that caufe 1 cannot come. 
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Off This anfwer be aflur'd, will not content them. 

Samf. Have they not fword-players, and ev'ry fore 
Of Gymnick Artifts, Wreftlers, Riders, Runners, 
Juglersand Dancers, Anticks, Mummers, Mimirs, 
Bu^t they muft pick me out with (hackles tir'd, 
And over-Iabour'd at their publick Mill, 
To make them fport with blind activity \ 
Do they not feek occafion of new quarrels 
On my refufal to diftrefs me more, 
Or make a game of my calamities ? 
Return the way thou cam'ft, I will not come. 

Of. Regard thy felf, this will offend them highly. 

Samf. My felf? my confeience and internal peace. 
Can they think me fo broken, fo debas'd 
With corporal fervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condefcend to fucl\ abfurd commands ? 
Although their drudge, to be their fool or jefter, 
And in my midft of forrow and heart- grief 
To (hew them feats, and play before their god, 
The word of all indignities, yet on me • J* 

Joyn'd with extreme contempt > I will not come. 

Of My meffage was impos'd on me with fpeed, 
Brooks no delay : is this thy rcfolution ? 

Samf So take it with what fpeed thy menage needs. 
Off I am forry what this ftoutnefs will produce 
Samf. Perhaps thou (halt have caufe \o forrow indeed. 

J q Cbor. 
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Cfar. Confider, S*w/o" ; matters now are ft ra j n » d 
Up to the height, whether to hold or break; 
He's gone, and who knows how he may rC po rt 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame ? 
Expert another meflagc more imperious, 
More Lordly thund 'ring than thou well w ,l t ^ 

Samf. Shall I abufe this Confccrated gift 
Of ftrength, again returning with my hai 
After my great tranfgrcflion, fo requite 
Favour renew'd, and add a greater fin 
By proftituting holy things to Idols ; 
A Naz?rite in place abominable 
Vaunting my ftrength in honour to their Da g(m \ 
Befides, how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 
What aft more execrably unclean, prophane » 

Cbor. Yet with this ftrength thou fcrv'ft the ?«/#«, 

Idolatrous, uncircumcis'd, unclean. 

Samf. Not in their Idol-worlhip, but by labour 
Honeft and lawfull to defcrve my food 
Of thofe who have me in their civil power. 

Chor. Where the heart joins not, outward a As 



> 




Samf Where outward force conftrains, the fcntcncc 
But who conftrains me to the Temple of Dag on > 
Not dragging? t\\c Pbi/i/lian Lords command- 
Commands are no constraints. If I obey then 1 ' 
I doe it freely, ventring to difpleafe 
God for the fear of Man and Man prefer, 
Set God behind: which in his jcaloufie 
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Shall never, unrepented, find forgivenefs, 

Yet that he may difpenfe with me or died 

Prcfent in Temples at Idolatrous Rites 

For fomc important caufe, thou needft not doubt. 

Chor. How thou wilt here come off furmounts my reach. 

Samf. Be of good courage, I begin to feel 
Somcrouzing motions in me which difpofe 
To fomcthing extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this Meflenger will go along, 
Nothing to doe, be fure, that may dilhonour 
Our Law, or (bin my vow of Nazarite. 

If there be ought of prefagc in the mind, 

This day will be remarkable in my life 

By fome great ac% or of my days the laft. 

Chor. In time thou haft refolv'd, the man returns. 
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Otf. Samfon, this fecond meflagc from our Lords 
To thee I am b:d fay. Art thou our Slave, 
Our Captive, at the publick Mill our drudge, 
And dar'ft thou at our fending and command 
Difpute thy coming ? come without delay ; 
Or we (hall find fuch Engines to aflail 
And hamper thee, as thou (halt come ot force, 
Though thou art firmlier faftnd than a Rock. 

Samf I could be well content to try their Art, 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 
Yet knowing their advantages too many, 
Bccaufe they fhall not trail me through their ftrcets 
Like a wild Bead, I am content to go. 

Matters commands come with a power refiftlefs 

G 2 



To 



EM 






■ I 




■ 



*,' 



■ 









■i 

i 



i 











4 6 



nfon jlgonijii 



* , 



fo~fiich as owTdicm abfolute fubje&L H . 
And for a life who will not change his purpofc > 
< So mutable arc all the ways of men) 
Yet this be fure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 



Of I praife thy refolution, don tneie links ■ 
By this compliance thou wilt win the Lords 
To favour, and perhaps to fet thee free. 

Samj. Brethren farewell, your company along 
I will not with, left it perhaps offend them 
To fee me girt with Friends 5 and how the fight 
Of me as of a common Enemy, 
So dreaded once, may now exafperate them 
I know not : Lords are Lordheft in their wine ; 
And the well-feafted Pricft then fooneft fir'd 
With zeal, if aught Religion feem concern'd : 
No lefs the People on their Holy-days 
Impetuous, infolent, unquenchable; 
Happn what may, of me exped to hear 
Nothing difoonourable, impure, unworthy 
Our God, our Law; my Nation or my felf, 
The laft of me or no I cannot warrant. 

Chor. Go, and the Holy One 
Of IJrael be thy guide 
To what may ferve his glory beft, and fpread his name 

Great among the Heathen round : 
Send the Angel of thy Birth to (land 
Faft by thy fide, wjio from thy Father's field 
Rode up in flames after his mefTage told 
Of thy conception, and be now a mield 
Of fire ; that Spirit that firft rufht on thee 
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In the Camp of Dan 

Be efficacious in thee now at need. 

For never was from Heaven imparted 

Meafure of ftrength fo great to mortal feed ; 

As in thy wond'rous actions hath been feen. 

But wherefore comes old Manoa in fuch hade 

With vouihfull fteps? much livelier •than e'er while 

He feems : fuppofing here to find his Son, 

Or of him bringing to us fome glad H< s ? 

Man. Peace with you, Brethren; my inducement hither 
Was not at prefent here to find my Son, 
By order of the Lords new parted hence 
To come and play before them at their Feaft. 
I heard all as I came, the City rings 
And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 

Left I fhould fee him fore'd to things unfeemly. 

But that which mov'd my coming now, was chiefly 

To oive you part with me what hope I have 

With good fuccefs to work his liberty. 

Chor. That hope would much rejoyce us to partake 
With thee; fay, reverend Sire, We thirit to hear. 

Man. 1 have attempted one by one the Lords 
Either at home, or through the high ftreet parting, 
With • /implication prone and Fathers tears 
To accept of ranfome for my Son their pris'oner, 
Some much averfe I found and wondrous harfh, 
Contemptuous, proud, fet on revenge and fpitc ; 
That part mod reverencd Dagon and his priefts, 
Others more moderate feeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They eafily would fet to fale, a third 
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More R enerws far and civ.l, who confcfs'd 
They had enough reveng'd, having fcdue'd 
Their toe to mifery beneath their fears, 
The reft was magnanimity to remit, 
If feme convenient ranfomc were propos'd. 
What noife or Ihout was that > it tore the 



Cbor Doubtlcfs the people (hout.ng to behold 
Their once great dread, captive, and blind beforethem, 
Or at fome proof of fttcngih before them (h ov „. 

Man His ranfome, if my whole inheritance 
May compafs it, (hall willingly be pa.d 
And number'd down : much rather I lhall cKufc 
To live the pooreft in my Tribe, than ncheft, 
And he in that calamitous prifon left 
No, I am fixt not to part hence without him. 
For' his redemption all my Patrimony, 
[f need be, I am ready to forgo 
And quit: not wanting him, I (hall want nothing. 

Cbor. Fathers are wont to lay up for their Sons 
Thou for thy Son art bent to lay out all ; 
Sons wont to nurfe their Parents in old age, 
Thou in old age car'ft how to nurfe thy Son 
Made older than thy age through eye-fight loft. 

Man. It (hall be my delight to tend his eyes, 
And view him fitting in the houfe, cnobl'd 
With all thofe high exploits by him atchievd, 

And on his (hould:rs waving down thofc locks* 
That of a Nation arm'd the ftrength contain 
And 1 perfuade me God hath not permitted 
His ftrength again to grow up with his hair j[ n'J 
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Garrifon'd roundabout him like a Camp 

Of faithfull Souldiery, were not his purpofe 

To ufe him farther yet in fome great fervice, 

Not to fit idle with fo great a gift . 

Ufclefs, and thence ridiculous about him. 

And fince his ftrength with eye-fight was not loft, 

God will reftore him eye-fight to his ftrength. 

Cbor. Thy hopes are not ill founded nor feem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 
Conceiv'd, agreeable to a Father's love. 
In both which we, as next, participate. 

Man. I know your friendly minds and — O what noife ! 
Mercy of Heav'n what hideous- noife was that ! 
Horribly loud unlike the former fliout. 




Cbor. Noife call you it or univerfal groan 
As if the whole inhabitation periftYd, 
Bloud, death, and deathfull deeds are in that noife, 
Ruine, deftruetion at the utmoft point. 

Man. Of ruine indeed me-thought I heard the noife, 
Oh it continues, they -have (lain my Son. 

Cbor. Thy Son is rather flaying them, that outcry 
From (laughter of one Foe could not afcend. 

Man. Some difmal accident it needs muft be ; 
What (hall we doe, ft ay here or run and fee ? 

Cbor. Beft keep together here, left running tl dier 
We unawares run into danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Pbiliftines is fuTn, 
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Fr^to^ d elfe a S™ 1 "/ be heard? 
The fufferers then will fcarce moleft us here, 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if his eye-fight (for to $«?< God 
Nothing is hard ) by miracle reftor d 
He now be dealing dole among lis foes, 
And over heaps of Qaughter d walk h,s way ? 

. That were a joy prefumptuous to be thought. 



Man 



Cbor Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For h.*s people of old ; what hinders now > 

Man. He can 1 know, but doubt to think he will ; 
Yet Hope would fain fubfcribe and tempts Belief. 
A little flay will bring fome notice hither. 

Cbor Of good or bad fo great, of bad the foonct ; 
For evil news rides poft, while good news baits. 
And to our wifh 1 fee one hither fpeeding, 
An Hebrew, as I guefs, and of our Tribe. 

Mel. O whither fhall 1 run, or which way flic 
The fight of this fo horrid fpedtacle 
Which earft my eyes beheld and yet behold > 
For dire imagination ftill purfues me. 
But providence or inftindr. of nature fecms, 
Or reafon though difturb'd, and fcarce confulted 
To have guided me aright, 1 know not how, 
To the firft reverend Manoa, and to thcfe 
My Countreymen, whom here I knew remain'"! 
As at fome diftance from the place of^ horrour, 
So in the fad event too much concern'd. 
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Man. The accident was loud, and heard before thee 
With ruefull cry, yet what ic was we hear not, 
No Preface needs, thou feed we long to know. 



MeJJ. It would burft forth, but 1 recover breatl 
And fenfe diftract, to know well what I utter. 

Man. Tell us the fum, the circumftance defer. 



1 



Mejf. Gaza yet (lands, but all her Sons are faU'n, 
All in a moment overwhelm'd and fall'n. 



Man. Sad, but thou know'ft: to Israelites notfaddeft 

The defolation of a Hoftile City. 

Mejf. Feed on that firft; there may in grief be forfeit- 

Mz.Relateby whom. Me f3y Samfon. M/.Thatftill leiTens 
The farrow, and converts ic nigh to joy. 

Mejf. Ah Manoa, I refrain, too fuddenty 
To utter what will come at laft too foon ; 
Left evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged car (hould pierce too deep. 

Man. Sufpenfe in news is torture, fpeak them our. 

Mejf. Then take the worft in brief, Samfon is dead. 

\ 

Man. The worft indeed, O all my hope's defeated 

To free him hence ! but death who fas all free 

Hath paid his ranfomc now and full difcharge. 

What windy joy this d3y had I conceiv'd 
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Samfon Agonizes. 

HopcfoU of his Delivery, which now proves 
Abortive as the firft-born bloom of fpring 
Jipt with the lagging rerc of winters froft. 
Yet e'er 1 give the reins to grief, fay firft, 
How dy'd he > death to life is crown or fhame. 
All by him fell thou fay'ft, by whom fell he, 
What olorious hand gave Samjon his deaths wound i 



Mef Unwoiin 



ded of his enemies he fell. 



Man. Wearied with (laughter then or how ? explain. 



Me/. By his own hand*. 






Man. Self-violence ? what caufe 
Brought him fo foon at variance with himfelf 
Among his Foes ? Mef Inevitable caufe 
At once both to deftroy and be deftroy 'd ; 
The Edifice where all were met to fee him 
Upon their heads and on his own he pull'd. 

Mav. O laftly over-ftrong againft thy felf ! 
A dreadfull way thou tookit to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know ; but while things yet 
Arc in confufion, give us if thou canft, 
Eye-wicnefs of what firft or laft was done, 
Relation more particular and diftinct. 
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Mef Occalions drew me early to this City> 
And as the gates I entr'd with Sun-rife, 
The morning Trumpets Feftival proclaim d 
Through each high itreet : little I had difpatchU 
When all abroad was rumour'd that this day 
Samfon (hould be brought forth to (hew the pe°P e ^f 
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Proof of his mighty ftrength in feats and games ; 

I forrow'd at his captive ftace, but minded 

Not to be abfent at that fpe&acle. 

The building was a fpecious Theatre 

Half-round on two main Pillars vaulted high, 

With feats where all the Lords and each degree 

Of fort, might fit in order to behold, 

The other fide was op'n, where the throng 

On banks and fcaffolds under Skie might (land ; 

I among thofc aloof obfeurcly ftood. 

The Feaft and noon grew high, and Sacrifice 

Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high chear, and wine 

When to their fports they tum'd. Immediately 

Was Samfon as a publick f rvant brought, 

In their ftate Livery dad ; before him Pipes 
And Timbrels, on each (ide went armed guards, 
Both horfe and foot before him and behind 
Archers, and Slingers, CataphracTs and Spears. 
At fight of him the people with a fliout 
Rifted the Air clamouring their god with praife, 
Who had made their dreadfull enemy their thrall. 
He patient but undaunted where they led him, 
Came to the place, and what was fet before him 
Which without help of eye might be aflay'd, 
To heave, pull, draw, or break, he ftill performed 
All with incredible, ftupendious force, 
None daring to appear Antagonift. 
At length for inter million fake they led him 
Between the pillars ; he his guide requefted 
( For fo from fuch as nearer ftood we heard ) 
As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 
With both his armes on thofe two matfie Pillars 
That to the arched roof give main fupport. 
He unfufpicious led him ; which when Samfon 
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^iTTn his armeTwith head a while enclm'd, 
And eyes faft fixe he flood, as one who pray'd, 
Or fome great matter in his romd revolv'd. 
At laft with head erect thus cry d aloud, 
Hitherto, Lords, what your commands ,mp 0s \l 
1 have pcrform'd, as rcafon was, obcyng, 
N or without onder or dchghc beheld. 
Now of my own accord fuch other tryal 
1 mean to (hew you of my ftrcngth, yet gtcata .. 
As with amaze (hall ftrike all who behold. 
This utter'd, draining all his nerves he bow'd, 
As with the force of winds and waters pent, 
When Mountains tremble, thofc two mafl.e Pillars 
With horrible convulfion to and fro, 
He tug^'d, he took, till down they came and drew 
The w hob roof after them, with burft of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who fate beneath, 
Lords, Ladies, Captains, Councellors, or Pnefts, 
Their choice Nobility and flower, not onely 
Of this but each Vhilifiian City round 
Met from all parts to folemnize this Feaft. 
Samfon with thefe immixt, inevitably 
PuWd down the fame destruction on himfelf; 
The vulgar onely fcap'd who itood without. 

Chor. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious I 
Living or dying thou haft fulfill'd 
The work for which thou waft foretold 
To lfrael, and now lv'ft victorious 
Among thy flain felf-kill'd 
Not willingly, but tangl'd in the fold, 
Of dive neceility, whofe law in death conjoin 
•Thee with thy flaughter'd foes in number m° rt 
Than all thy life had flain before. 
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Semkhor. While their hearts were jocond & fubhme, 
Drunk with Idolatry, drunk with Wine, 
And fat regorgd of Bulls and Goats, 
Chaunting their Idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo his bright Sanctuary : 
Among them he a fpirit of phtenzie fent, 
Who hurt their minds, 
And urg'd them on with mad defire 
To call in hafte for their deftroyer ; 
They onely fet on fport and play 

Unweetinglv importund 
TheirowndLftrudtiontocoir-cfpcedy upon them. 

So fond are mortal men 
lall'ii into wrath divine, • 

As their own mine on themfelves to invite, 
lnfenfatc left, or to fenfe reprobate, 
And with blind nefs internal ftruck. 

Semkhor. But he though blind of fight, 
Dcfpis'd and thought cxtinguilh'd quite, 
With inward eyes illuminated 
His fierie virtue rouz'd 
From under allies into fudden flame, 
And as' an ev'ning Dragon came, 
Aflailint on the p:\vhed roods, 
And nefts in order rang'd 
Of tame villatick Fowl ; but as an Eagle 
His cloudlefs thunder bolted on their heads. 
So virtue giv'n for loft, 
Deprcft, and overthrown, as feem'd, 

Like that felf-begott'n Bird 
In the Arabian woods emboft, 
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Samfon dgonifl 

That no fccond knows nor third, 

And lay e'er while a Holocauft, 

From out her afoic womb now teem'd, 

Revives, renounces, then vigorous moil 

When moft unadivc deem'd, 

And though her body die, her tame furv, VtS) ! 

A fecular Bud ages of lives. 

Man. Come, come, no time for lamentation now, 
Nor much more caufe, Samfon hath quit himfclf 
Like Samfon, and heroickly hath finilh'd 
A life Heroick, on his Enemies 
Fully reveng d, hath left them years of mourning, 
And lamentation to the Sons of Cbaptor 
Through all Philiftian bounds. To Ifrae\ 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this pccafion, 
To himfelf and Father's houfe eternal fame ; 
And which is bed and happieft yet, all this 
With God not parted from, him, as was feard, 
But favouring and allifting to the end. 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock the breaft, no weaknefs, no contempt, 
Difpraife, or blame, nothing but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a death fo noble. 
Let us go find the body where it lies 
Sok'd in his enemies bloud, and from the ftream 
With lavers pure and cleanfing herbs wafh oft 
The clodded gore. 1 with what fpecd the while 
( Gaza is not in plight to fay us nay ) 
Will fend for all my kindred, all my friends 
To fetch him hence and folemnly attend 
With filent obfequie and funeral train 
Home to his Fathers houfe : there will I build him 
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A Monument, and plant it round with (hade 
Of Laurel ever green, and branching Palm, 
With all his Trophies hung, and Ate enroll d 
In copious Legend, or fweet Lyrick Song. 
Thither (hall all the valiant youth refort, 
And from his memory inflame their breads • 
To raatchlefs valour, and adventures high : 
The Virgins alfo (hall on fcaftfull days 
Vifit his Tomb with flowers, onely bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 
From whence captivity and lofs of eyes. 

Cbor. All is beft, though we oft doubt, 

What tlV unfearchable difpofe 

Of higheft wifedom brings about, 

And ever beft found in the clofe. 

Oft he feems to hide his face, 

But unexpectedly returns 

And to his faithfull Champion hath in place 

Bore witnefs glorioufly ; whence Gaza mourns 

And all that band them to refill 

His uncontrollable intent, 

His (ervant he with new acquift 

Of true experience from this great event 

With peace and confolation hath difmift> 

And calm of mind all pafllon fpent. 



THE END. 



